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"Facilitators/participants share their experience”
By: Jose Bello
After the Prison Arts Collective graduation there was much talk about how successful the
program had been. Those that had been part of it expressed their hqggs that it will in time become an
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"He talked to us, not down on us.” On a per‘sonal note, Hirtzel learned that as an Actor there are
emotional barriers that one has to break down.

Chris Munoz took up on the task of teaching "Music Theory”. He knew that people would come to
his class to learn to read music notes, learn the structure of music, and create their own scales.

He had fun teaching this class, because he had the opportunity to share with others something
that he really enjoys. What motivated him to teach this class is the fact that he tries to be a better

person, he says that his current environment is negative and at times judgmental. However, he believes
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that the past does not always define who we are, it's the present choices that we make. I asked Munoz
if there was something other than the experience itself that he found valuable, o which he answered, I
worked with a Christian Brother, and though we don't share the same beliefs our love for music brought

us together. I was able 1o teach him to play lead in one day, and the expression of joy in his face made

us bond together in a positive way".
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Robert Heflin "R.J" %aughﬂ Rgcrhshc D: wu‘59" (Portraits, life-like drawing not Cartoonish). For
him this experiefice was a lot of fun, and was surpr'lsed how he and the students were able to accomplish
so much in a short amount of time. "R.J" says that he is a self-taught Artist, and as such he is always
looking for ways fo do better and would like to pass on what he has learned so that others can
experience the same joy."

Jeremy enjoys drawing and he is always looking for ways to improve his drawing skills, and knowing

how skillful "R.J" is he signed up for his class. One thing that he learned was how to use reflective light

from light sources which he says can be a little tricky. Jeremy says that as a group in general, Art is a
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funny thing, sort of like a "double standard”. There are those that already have the skill, where as
others had to earn it, either way, in the right setting and with patience anyone can learn.

Another class that was unique and interested was facilitated by Ramon Torres and Herbert
OrtizMonroy-"Visual Art". OrtizMonroy says that for him, this was an enjoyable teaching experience.
He believes that artis a way to understand other cultures and people. "I think that through the learning
of different cultures we can understand each other easier than through merely every day interaction”,
Torres and OrtizMonroy agree that this type 6f programs provide rehabilitation without forcing it upon
the inmates, "Art is a way to express ourselves leading us to open up, and keep an open mind".

Richard Daniels is new to any type of Art, and he appreciates the opportunity he had to see
different types of it. He understands how different cultures have influenced art as a whole. In the
"Visual Art" class he learned how the Asian perspective of distance differs from the Western
perspective. As a first termer he says that he had no idea what prison was like. He did not know how
prisoners think, but one thing he has noticed is that for the most part the majority of inmates havé very
little self-worth. However, he noticed a difference among this program's facilitators, they had
confidence, and in turn they provided a very therapeutic environment. To Mr. Daniels this was a life
changing experience.

Danny Salgado and Drew Ortega got together to form the "Guitars, Thugs, and Harmony”. They
both taught the very basics of Guitar Theory, and how to play the Blues by teaching 12 bar blues chord
progressions, and improvising wifh the blue's scale.

Having been able to teach people that had never picked up a guitar and see them play a blue's song
in 5 hours was a humbling experience says Salgado. I asked Salgado what motivated him to teach this
class. He said that people took the time to teach him to play guitar, and so he wants to continue giving in
return by teaching others. |

Salgado says that in his experience, while in prison, having a music program where people can
express themselves are less likely to get in trouble. Music is a way for inmates to let out steam when
writing music instead of taking it out on others.

Hopefully if the administration is willing and able these fellow inmates will continue to pass it on

in the future. That is the goal of the Prison Arts Collective.





